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for you than anyone in the world”

Every second Sunday of May, the
United States as well as many other
countries, set aside a day to honor all
mothers. Most people don’t know the
origins of this day and only see it as it's
been shown to us through television and
advertisements, a reason to buy stuff.
When Mother’s Day became a national
holiday, it was not long before florists and
card companies capitalized on its
popularity. Like many other holidays,
Hallmark and several other companies
have commercialized the day, taking away
the original purpose or meaning behind it.




The origins of Mother’s Day, in
the United States, date back to the
20th century, when a woman
named Anna Jarvis held a
memorial for her mother at a
church in Grafton, West Virginia.
Her efforts to make "Mother's Day"
a recognized holiday in the United
States began in 1905, the year her
mother died. Anna wanted to

honor her mother by setting aside a

day to honor all mothers, because
she believed that they are "the
[people] who has done more for
you than anyone in the world."

In 1908, the US Congress
rejected her proposal to make
Mother's Day an official holiday,
jokingly stating that would have to

result in a "Mother-in-law's Day" as
well. However, by 1911, all US

states observed the holiday, the first

being West Virginia, Anna Jarvis’
home state, back in 1910. Shortly
after, in 1914, President Woodrow
Wilson signed a request signifying
Mother's Day, held on the second
Sunday in May, as an official
national holiday.

Anna Jarvis had originally
meant for Mother’s Day to be a day
of personal celebration between
mothers and families, and once it
became commercialized, she had -

become disgusted. She urged
people to stop buying Mother’s
Day flowers and cards as it really
wasn’t what the day was for. She
wanted Mother’s Day to be a day
of sentiment, not profit, but
obviously nothing has changed.

After a few years, Anna Jarvis
actually went crazy. She wrote
letters threatening companies and
local florists that she would file for
a lawsuit if they continued to
promote products using Mother’s
Day. She even wrote against
Eleanor Roosevelt for using
Mother’s Day to raise money for
charities which was the very type
of work Jarvis’s mother did, back
when she was alive. She was once
dragged out and arrested by
police for disturbing the peace. At
one point, Anna even went as far
as to go door to door and get
signatures to recall Mother’s Day.

The history of Mother’s Day is
a crazy one, but that shouldn’t
stop anyone from spending the
day how Anna Jarvis originally
wanted. Take some time to
honour the mothers in your life
and let them know how much they
mean to you, and maybe try not to
go the commercial capitalist way.

Nicole Stetsyuk



One Kid

aft a Time

Katerine Chung Chen

Good Luck Charlie is a Disney Channel
television series that was meant for family
entertainment. It is about the common Duncan family
that lives in Colorado, United States. This family
consists of Amy Duncan, mother who works as a
nurse; Bob Duncan; and the children: PJ, Teddy, )
Gabe, and Charlie the last child and most beloved ™ -
baby of the fepistydé) Eedtlyamsisde, dedthoadidsytéutl video diary full of advices for
Charlie about their family and life as a teenager. Teddy tries to show Charlie what
she might go through when she is older for future reference. Each video diary ends
with saying the eponymous phrase, "Good luck, Charlie". But let us tell you a theory
behind that famous phrase...

One night in 1987, the first cries of a boy named Patrick John (PJ) were
heard, this was the Duncan’s first child. He was born with a mental disability, a
disability that would not allow him to think clearly and he would not learn how to
walk or talk until his old age. This news was a big blow for his parents, who waited
anxiously for their first baby. They thought the child would distract them from their
socio-economic problems but onthe contrary, this child turned outto be an additional
burden for them, since the doctor prescribed PJ very expensive drugs. Three nights
after the birth of PJ, a light bulb is turned on in the clinic's central office. A nurse
rushed in the room only to find Amy Duncan holding her son and crying; PJ had died.

To support their financial problems, Amy obtained a job as a nurse in
the same clinic where PJ passed away. Two years later, the Duncans tried one
more time to have a baby. In 1989, Teddy, the second daughter of the couple,
was born. The Duncans have moved to a beautiful house in the suburbs and
Teddy slept in a large and very comfortable crib, it was a beautiful stage of her
life, it was totally perfect. When she grew up she went to a high-class private
school. Both, mom and dad tried their best to keep that perfect life for Teddy.
Amy worked extra shift, so she could pay Teddy’s needs.There were even times
when she stayed at the hospital for days without going home.



On one of those late-night shifts, Amy had an affair with one of the doctors.
Leaving her pregnant with a third child that was later named Gabe. Amy told Bob
that Gabe was his child, which is not true. It didn’t make any sense for the family
because Gabe was a little different. He looked like he was from another race, everyone
in the family including PJ was Caucasian and blond, all except Gabe. His skin was
darkerand had black hair. Although doctors said it was because of geneticinheritance,
it did not completely convince Bob.

Bob would go out to drink every day, turning him into an alcoholic. Every time
he came home drunk, he will take Gabe by the head and beat him. After torturing
him enough, he would turn to beat Amy. After all that, he would fall asleep on the
couch while Amy, Gabe and Teddy cried. But what Bob didn’t know, is that Amy was
pregnant with another one of his children. One day when Bob was beating his wife,
someone knocked on the door. It was the police, they came in by force and after
seeing Amy and the two kids crying on the floor, they arrested Bob.

Eight months later, Amy had her last child, Charlotte. This was another financial
burden to the family. With Bob in jail, Amy was the only one working to put food on
the table for the family. Amy ended falling in love with a doctor, and leaving her
family behind. Without any other options, Teddy was forced to mature very fast; she
became the parent figure in the house. Years later, Teddy realized that she couldn’t
take it anymore, she wanted to die. One day, she decided to record herself saying:
"Hi Charlie, I'm your sister Teddy, | am making this video to clarify the mysteries of
our family, | hope you're old enough to understand what I'm going to tell you next.”
Teddy ended the video saying “GOOD LUCK, CHARLIE.” She left this video behind
for Charlie’s adopted family and asked them to give it to Charlie when she turns 18.
Teddy then took her own life.






‘Tis prom season. A season of wallet dieting. Year after year, the cost for
the promenade dance (prom) that occurs at the end of the school year for
high school students are shooting sky high. From the promposals to corsages,
everything costs money. Read on to see this outrageous prices.

Prom proposals are important due to the fact that prom is coming up.
Families in New England spend at least 431 dollars per promposal. Prices
vary depending where people live. Families that live in New England pay about
$431 dollars, families that live in the west pay about $342, people in the south
pay about $305 in the south, and people that live in the midwest pay about
$205 dollars on prom outfits such as dresses and tuxedos. Surprisingly found
that families making under $25,000 a year spend $1,393 on prom, which is
more than families who make over $50,000 a year. Studies show thatteenagers
only pay about 27% of their prom costs, while their parents pay the rest. The
average cost of a teen’s family will spend at least $919 on prom expenses.

Most people propose with flowers and a poster. After the promposal, there’s
the expensive prom ticket. Ticket prices can range from $80-100 depending
on the location of the prom. An average prom dress costs around $400. But
nonprofits like The Princess Project dedicate project fundings to giving girls a
perfect look on their prom night. The Princess Project gives out no only dresses,
but all accessories and makeup. Majority of the guys rent tuxedos so, prices
are different depending on the material and brand. Renting tuxedos cost around
$196; but, it it is designer, it can cost between $400 and $500. Low income
family can go to non-profit organizations like Operation Prom to help people
get dresses and tuxedos. The organization is from New York and they are
planning to expand their organization.

When it comes down to prom, decorations are must-haves because they
add more colorto the look. Prom corsages are used to enhance that. A corsage
is a flower bouquet that is worn on a woman’s wrist. Flowers on the corsage
are different depending on how the florists make it along with the boutonniere.
The average cost for a corsage is $35-40 and boutonnieres range from
$15-20. Usually people buy corsages and boutonniere together.

Henry Xie



A letter to

teacher our there, here is a letter to you guys...

E) You... No’rionol Teacher Appr‘egic’rion Day, also known as
U , _National Teacher Day, it is usually celebrated on the
oN- ~ first Tuesday of May. This year in 2017, National
= Teacher Dayfalls on May 9th. The National Education
6 ' Association describes National Teacher Day “as a
D day for honoring teachers and recognizing the lasting
= B, contributions they make to our lives.” To all our
o)
S

Dear Teachers,

Waking up every morning and very often your are the first person | get to see
and talk to. Sometimes, | even spend more time with you and your welcoming
classroom. To me, you and your classroom is just like my second home and
family. At this point that | am now, I'm really happy and proud; and all is thanks
to you. You have sacrificed your time to teach me to the best of your ability.
Each one of you has had an impact on the way that | see life, and contributed
to the person | am today.

| just wanted to take some time to express how much | have enjoyed being on
each of your classes. | can’t think of another teacher who would have made this
past years any more special than you did. You are truly an outstanding teacher,
your dedication and sheer spend with students is just amazing. You always make
sure | understood the material even though it took me a really long time to get
it. Thank you for being so consistent in the classroom, even on days when you
weren’t in high spirits, but still spent the effort and time to teach class. Thank
you for taking the time to review our work, and for the times that you gave real
and honest feedback to us. | know your job is not an easy one, but you always
manage to stay motivated even when we have shown no interest in lectures by
sleeping, texting, or talking, or even speaking behind your back. It takes guts to
do that, and I'm sure we don't realize or acknowledge how much of yourself
you have to sacrifice in order to teach us.

I'll be honest; when | first met you, | didn’t like you at all. | hated those times
you made me sit up straight or corrected my grammar and word choices in
front of everyone. And most of all, | hated when you wouldn’t agree that my
work deserves an A+. No matter how much effort | put on it, there was always
something wrong. But now | look back upon that time, and | realized that you
were just doing your job. You have changed my whole aspect on my learning,
| wouldn't be where | am today without you. You taught me discipline. You taught
me dignity. You taught me that | could achieve more than what | or other people
thought that | was capable of. Thank you for caring about others and helping
us blossom, and adding more beauty in the world. All our dreams can come
true, if we have to courage to pursue them.Thank you for teaching me that we
shouldn't be afraid of dreaming big.



The
Extended
Definition
of
Graduation

Graduation  Season s
approaching quickly and for
some, has already begun. It's
the time of year where we
often think back to the cliche
movie scenes with the
hundreds of graduates
throwing caps in the air and
smiling.

Graduation isthe receiving
of an academic degree or
diploma often times with a
large ceremony. For others,
graduation may be known as
commencement, promotion,
or simply ceremony.
Commencement is often
used asitmarksthe beginning
of students' new lives in the
world and the beginning of
their  professional life.
Generally, during these long
ceremonies parents and
friends attending fill in seats
and sit for long hours
watching as each student
receives their academic
degree or academic award.
Most often these ceremonies
begin with the graduates
walking down the aisles to
their  seats  while  the
accompanying orchestra or
band or symphony plays
pomp and circumstance. lf's
the graduation song. In some
cases, students are already
seated beforehand.
Following the entrance,
everyone rises for the pledge,
and remains standing when
the national anthem is sung
by the choir or a vocal group.
The ceremony officially
begins with an introduction

and welcome talk and is
followed by speeches given by
faculty, students, and at
colleges and universities often
guestspeakers. Awardsaswell
are distributed as recognition
for students excellency or
contribution to the school.

After high school and
college, you may be parting
ways with some of your closest
friends, but it's sometimes
good to keep in mind that
almost everyone comes home
for the holidays, and you'll
always have their phone
number for a random chat.
lt's always sad to see friends
come and go, but that’s a part
of life.

That being said, graduation
can still be an emotional
experience. In the long ride
that is graduation, emotional
highlights ~ may include:
receiving your degree or
diploma, the choir singing, a
classmate’s speech, afaculty's
speech, orevensimplyafriend
squeezing your hand while
youtwo sitside by side waiting.

To those graduating soon,
graduation, commencement,
whatever you wish to label it
as, it's going to be boring, and
it's going to be exciting, and
you're not going to be ready
for it. Congratulations, you
made it.

Nicole Stetsyuk
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